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« Major merger—stage 1 (MI): Galaxy pairs  with : Lig = 10'5L, all galaxies are interacting system
AV < 250.'(‘1"111 1 "“‘“dT;:“_P < 175.‘“’“- “’hic"b:a"cﬂg," s Lig = 10"7Lg all galaxies are major merger Table 3
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* Major merger—stage 2 (M2): Interacting galaxy pairs with
obvious tidal bridges and tails (Toomre & Toomre 1972) or Type log(Lr) log(M) Neep MGF
other disturbances consistent with having already under- (Le) wM,) (kpc) (%)
gone a first close passage. M3 .

» Major merger—stage 3 (M3):Merging galaxies with S 11.29 + 0.03 10.59 £ 0.10 142 + 2.5
multiple nuclei. These systems have distinct nuclei in m 1155 + 0.07 10.79 + 0.08 194 + 7.1 180 + 1.7
disturbed, overlapping disks, along with visible tidal tails. 5 ' ’ ’ ' ’ ’ ’ ’

* Major merger—stage 4 (M4): Galaxies with apparent single : -g M1 11.53 + 0.11 10.88 &+ 0.04 40.2 £+ 5.0 193 £ 1.5
Euclci anéi 2;)(bvinus tidal tails. The galaxy nuclei M4 ’ E] M2 11.56 + 0.04 10.86 &+ 0.08 272 £ 4.1 193 £ 42

ave ngep < 2 kpe.

« Major n’mgcr_stagc 5 (MS): Galaxies which appear to be M3 11.79 £ 0.08 10.71 + 0.06 6.52 + 0.67 327 £ 2.7
evolved merger remnants. These galaxies have diffuse M4 11.91 £ 0.13 10.79 £ 0.11 <0.76 £ 0.16 214 £ 29
envelopes which may exhibit shells or other fine structures M5 ® M5 12.13 1091 <0.19 25
(Schweizer & Seitzer 1992) and a single, possibly off-

center nucleus. These merger remnants no longer have
bright tidal tails.
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